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Bay Area
}) Veto: Governor vetoes
bill that would have barred
fees for debit card use. C6

>r Leaving the bench:

Judge Vaughn Walker, who
ruled Prop. 8 unconstitu-
tional, to retire. Cl

Business
D Outsourcing: Online
employment helps ease
poverty overseas. Dl

> Bottom Line: Silicon
Valley group's trip to Wash-
ington pays off. Dl

Datebook
> Prime cuts: Creative
carnivores gather to learn
how to use the entire ani-
mal in cooking. El

Ovation
D Dance tunes: The Mark
Morris Dance Group's mu-
sicality has always kept it a
step ahead. Fl

96 Hours
D Sunny melodies: A B &
the Sea's beach party

soundtrack. Page 4
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Lacy Atkins / The Chronicle

Oakland resident Malin Dixon bakes in the sun T\resday at Robert W. Crown Memorial State

Beach in Alameda. tie site of two rare outbreaks of 'swimmer's itch," a red rash with pustules.

Tiny snail carries a worm

San&ancrxco Wro
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TOP OF THE NEWS

World/Nation
>r lraq: A top U.S. com-
mander blames political
stalemate for violence. A2

D Protests: Demonstrators
march in European capitals
over austerity measures. ,4,6

> 9/ttz House passes aid
bill for workers sickened
during cleanup of World
Trade Center. A8

* A first: Astronomers
detect a planet in another
solar system that has es-
sential conditions to sup-
port life. AlO

INVASIVE SPECIES

Eric Risberg / Asso(

Execul
puton
at leasl
early 2
Top court says stal
found in lethal

By Bob Egelko
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

California canceled tonight's scl
cution of convicted murderer Alla

wood Brown on Wednesday after
federal courts rebuffed attemPts t

death before a prison supply of le

icals expired.
The action gives Brown and otl

demned inmates who have lost th

reprieve until at least early zorr.

After the state's last execution i
2oa6, a federal judge imposed a n
saying California's slipshod rules
injections created an unacceptabli
botched and agonizing execution.

The state responded by revisinl

that makes swimmers itch
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Lacy Atkins./ The Chronicte

Oakland resident Mavin Dixon bakes in the sun Tuesday at Robert W. Crown Memorial State

Beach in Alameda. the site of two rare outbreaks of "swimmer's itch," a red rash with pustules.
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Tiny snail carries aworm
that makes swimmers itch
BylGltyZito
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

An invasive snail recently

discovered in San Francisco

Bay has brought along its own

unwelcome stowaway: a para'

sitic worm responsible for only

the second known outbreak of

"swimmer's itch" along the

Pacific Coast of the United

States.
Both the initial reports in

the mid-t9sos and the ongoing

incidents of swimmer's itch -

an itchy, red rash with pus-

tules similar to those caused

by poison oak - occurred at

CAMPAIGN 2O1O Governor's Roce

A political bombshell

Andrew Cohen / Center for

Research on Aquatic Bioinvasions

AJapanese bubble snail
(Haminoea japonica).

Robert W. Crown Memorial

State Beach in Alameda, ac-

cording to Andrew Cohen,

director ofthe Center for Re-

search on Aquatic Bioinva-
sions in Richmond.

"It's really abizane coinci-

dence that it would strike the

same beach twice so many
years apart," Cohen said.

This month, Cohen co-au-

thored an article on the out-

breaks for the journal Emerg-

ing Infectious Diseases. In it,

researchers detailed the most

recent onset when 9o elemen-
tary schoolchildren contracted

swimmer's itch in eoo5 after a

visit to Crown Beach for an

end-of-the-year picnic. Sev-

enty-one additional cases have

Itcb continues on Atz

- or a political stunt?

Eric Risberg,/ Assl

Execul
puton
at leas'
early 2
Top court says sta
found in lethal inj

By Bob Egelko
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

California canceled tonight's sc

cution of convicted murderer Ali

wood Brown on Wednesday after

federal courts rebuffed attemPts

death before a prison supply of I

icals expired.
The action gives Brown and ol

demned inmates who have lost tl

reprieve until at least early zolr.

After the state's last execution

2c,c,6, a federal judge imposed a

saying California's slipshod rules

injections created an unacceptab

botched and agonizing execlrtl,-,n

The state responded b1' rer-isir

dures and staff training policies

a new death chamber. State lalrr

changes complied with standard

injections established b1'a 2oo8

Court ruling.
But U.S. District Judge Jeremr

Jose granted a stay of Brown's e:

Tuesday, saylng he needed time

whether the new policies had re

defects he found in his zoo6 rul:

the state's apparent desire to ere

before running out of lethal dru;
justifu a hurried review.

The state was appealing that :

California Supreme Court issued

Wednesday that precluded an e,r

night.
Etecation a

Chronic sidewalk
soonmaybe held r

For decades there has C.W. NEVIUS
heen confirsion and
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