
Report: Ballast treatment tests flawed,
don't measure how well systems kill
disease carriers

FILE - In this May 1, 2011, file photo, a cargo ship moves through a lock at St. Catharines, Ontario, that is
part of the Welland Canal linking Lakes Erie and Ontario. Scientists say there are serious flaws with tests
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of equipment designed to kill invasive species in ballast water, which cargo ships use for stability but
which is believed to have brought invasive species to U.S. waters. (AP Photo/John Flesher, File)

By JOHN FLESHER, AP Environmental Writer

TRAVERSE CITY, Mich. (AP) — Scientists say there are serious flaws with tests of equipment designed
to kill invasive species in ballast water, which cargo ships use for stability but which is believed to have
brought invasive species to U.S. waters.

The Coast Guard and the Environmental Protection Agency set limits on live organisms in the water.
Ships must develop systems that kill enough of them to meet the limits.

A report published Wednesday by two scientists says the systems are supposed to kill certain types of
disease-carrying bacteria. But it says water samples used for the tests don't contain enough of the
bacteria from the start to know whether the systems are working. It says the testing should be changed.

The Coast Guard declined comment and EPA had no immediate reaction to the report.

Copyright 2015 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published,
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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